
  Feel free to send 

me an email or give me a call 

if you ever have questions, 

concerns, or just want to talk 

about your wonderful kids! 

MEET THE TEACHER 
 

I have been a Music Spe-
cialist in the Kyrene 
School District since 
2005. Currently, 
I also direct the Estrella 
Marimba Band, the Es-
trella Band & Orchestra, 

and I teach private drum set, percus-
sion, piano and composition lessons 
in Ahwatukee. 
 

I am an Orff-Schulwerk trained in-
structor and serve on the board of 
the Arizona Chapter of the American 
Orff-Schulwerk Association. I hold a 
Ph.D. in music composition from 
Stony Brook University and degrees 
in music theory/composition from 
California State University, Sacra-
mento.  
 

    I live in Ahwatukee with my wife, 
Jessica (who also teaches music in 
the Kyrene School District), our two 
kids, two cats and a Golden Retriev-
er. If I'm not in my classroom, you 
might find me outside hiking, biking, 
swimming or grilling with my family.  

  

MY TEACHING PHILOSPHY  
 

“Tell me, I forget; 
Show me, I remember; 
Involve me, I understand” 
                           ~ Carl Orff      
 

My mission is to pass along my enthusiasm for music 
and it's inner workings. In my class, students will experience 
an active music curriculum where children learn music by 
doing music. On a typical day, you will see students singing, 
playing instruments and moving to the music of different 
cultures and historic periods.  
   In addition to learning music, my students will develop 
their language, reasoning, creative thinking and problem 
solving skills. Kids will also experience intrinsic rewards for 
their hard work, the responsibilities of being a team mem-
ber, and they will strengthen their self-confidence, self-
reliance, individual expression and creativity. 
   My comprehensive approach to teaching provides students 
with the necessary skills and knowledge to pursue further 
musical studies if they so desire, and the character-building 
benefits of being a musical person for those students who 
choose to explore other areas of study. 

 
 

New and returning Estrella & Sierra families, 
 

Welcome to the 2012-2013 school year! I am excited to 
begin my eighth year at Kyrene de la Estrella and se-

cond year at Kyrene de la Sierra. I will be teaching at 

Estrella on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
and Sierra on Tuesdays and Fridays. Families are al-

ways welcome to observe their kids during music 

class. Please go to my classroom website to find out 

when your kids are in music, and make sure to check 
in at the office when you arrive on campus. 
 

I am looking forward to another awesome year!  
       - Dr. V. 

The temporary URL for my page is 

sw.kyrene.org/Page/5916 
 

Here you will find: 

 my CURRICULUM by grade level 

 my WEEKLY MUSIC SCHEDULE 

 a CALENDAR of upcoming events 

 and MUCH, MUCH, MORE... 

 

tvanoostrom@kyrene.org  
 

Estrella Phone:  

 480-541-3123 
Sierra Phone:  

 480-541-5343 

sw.kyrene.org/Page/5916                                                tvanoostrom@kyrene.org 


